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Dear Readers,

I am proud to present to you the 
fourth edition of our prestigious 

magazine, Epoch – 
GICLM’s first official school 

magazine.

Since the last edition of the maga-
zine, we have officially transferred all 

of our editions online, for everyone to 
see. Garodia, as a school which always 

promoted values, has inspired us to 
think as an environmentalist would. Not 

only does this help us reduce the usage 
of paper, but also saves cost, and helps us 

expand our reader-base beyond the school, 
and showcase to everyone, the talent of the 

students present in Garodia.

To be honest with all our readers, we faced a 
lot of start-up problems, relating to the funding 

and the official publisher of the magazine, but 
we are grateful that GICLM has provided us with 
that platform. We are glad to say that now we 
will be producing monthly editions steadily. As 
for the month of November, we, the editors and 
the writers, apologise for the delay caused due to 
the immense load of work and upcoming exams. 
That said, I sincerely hope that all of you enjoy 
this edition as much as you did the last!

Warmest Regards,
Aryan Srivastava
Editor and Writer of Epoch
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One of the arab world’s poorest countries is 
experiencing a crisis and has been devastated by 
a civil war. The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing 
conflict that began in 2015 between two factions: 
the then-incumbent Yemeni government, led 
by Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, and the Houthi 
militia, along with their supporters and allies. It 
all started in the failure of a political transition 
supposed to bring stability to Yemen following 
an Arab Spring uprising that forced its longtime 
authoritarian president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, to 
hand over power to his deputy Abdrabbuh Man-
sour Hadi, in 2011. 

President Hadi struggled to tackle myriad prob-
lems like: the attacks by al-qaeda, corruption, 
unemployment and food insecurity.
The Houthi movement, which champions Ye-
men’s Zaidi Shia Muslim minority and fought a 
series of rebellions against Mr Saleh during the 
previous decade, took advantage of the new pres-
ident’s weakness by initiating a rebellion from 
the north and have captured sanaa, the capital of 
yemen.

The Houthis and security forces loyal to Mr Saleh 
- who is thought to have backed his erstwhile 
enemies were in a bid to regain power - then 
attempted to take control of the entire country, 
forcing Mr Hadi to flee abroad in March 2015.

Alarmed by the rise of a group they believed to 
be backed militarily by regional Shia power Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and eight other mostly Sunni Arab 
states began an air campaign aimed at restoring 
Mr Hadi’s government. The coalition received 
logistical and intelligence support from the US, 

UK and France. These have helped drive the 
Houthis and their allies out of much of the south 
over the next few months. Mr Hadi’s government 
has established a temporary home in Aden, al-
though the president remains in exile.

The Houthis meanwhile have not been dislodged 
from Sanaa, and have been able to maintain a 
siege of the southern city of Taiz and to fire mor-
tars and missiles across the border with Saudi 
Arabia.

After a few weeks Separatists seeking indepen-
dence for south Yemen, which was a separate 
country before unification with the north in 
1990, formed an uneasy alliance with troops 
loyal to Mr Hadi in 2015 to stop the Houthis 
capturing Aden. 

The situation has been made more complex by 
divisions within the Saudi-led coalition. Saudi 
Arabia reportedly backs Mr Hadi, who is based 
in Riyadh, while the United Arab Emirates is 
closely aligned with the separatists.

About 75% of the population - 22.2 million 
people - are in need of humanitarian assistance, 
including 11.3 million people in acute need who 
urgently require immediate assistance to survive 
- an increase of 1 million since June 2017.

What happens in Yemen can greatly exacer-
bate regional tensions. It also worries the West 
because of the threat of attacks - such as from 
al-Qaeda or IS affiliates - emanating from the 
country as it becomes more unstable.

The Yemeni 
Civil War By Manav Modi

International 
Affairs  
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On November 3rd 2018, the Asian News International’s Twitter page 
posted a tweet that sent shockwaves through the environmental 
community in Maharashtra. It read:“#Maharashtra: Postmortem of 
man-eater tigress Avni to be conducted at Nagpur’s Gorewada Res-
cue Centre. The tigress was killed in Yavatmal last night.”

It may seem absurd as to why such a simple post caused a furore 
among environmentalists all over the country, but allow me to take 
you through Avni’s story, and maybe then you’d understand its 
significance.
Tigress Avni, or T1, as she was more formally identified, had been 
deemed responsible for the deaths of 13 people in Maharashtra over 
the last two years. This caused the Maharashtra Forest Department 
to issue a shoot-to-kill order for the tigress; this order had been 
challenged in courts all the way till the Supreme Court. In Septem-
ber this year, the SC did not dispute the issuing of the order, and 
consequently refused to restrain the Forest Department from killing 
Avni if it was required. However, the order was only to be used as a 
last resort.
This was the last bit of approval the Forest Department required to 
launch a hunt for the tigress. An elaborate mission using trained 
sniffer dogs, drones, 100 camera traps, expert trackers, sharp-shoot-
ers and a team of 200 as ground personnel was carried out. In the 
late hours of 2nd November, the team 
had hit the jackpot in Borati, Maha-
rashtra, where sharp-shooter Asgar 
Ali took down Avni in a single shot.
Maharashtra has 6 dedicated tiger 
reserves under the initiative ‘Project 
Tiger’ by the National Tiger Con-
servation Authority (NTCA). These 
reserves, however, cover only 3% of the state’s area. Tigers aren’t 
stationary mammals. They need large areas to roam freely and to 
hunt; that is their nature. Avni was one of the many tigers who lived 
outside the protected reserves in the state. But an animal shouldn’t 
be living in a designated area for it to be given respect, especially 
a wild animal. Instead of teaching humans to co-exist with nature, 
the government is approving shoot-to-kill orders, which give us the 
power to end the life of another creature.  This sparked an uncon-
trollable uproar from citizens, who had taken to the streets to protest 
the inhumane killing of the animal. Not just after her death, but also 
after the SC approved the Forest Department’s order did people pro-
test. A petition started getting passed around on ‘change.org’, which 
was addressed to the President of India. This petition was signed by 
over 50,000 people and it requested the President to act and put a 
stop on the order issued.
People were quick to identify the many flaws present and all the laws 
that were broken throughout the hunt. Mentioned below are just a 
few of the many bones citizens picked with the department officials.

•The label ‘man-eater’: If you go back to the tweet I’ve mentioned at 
the start of the article, you’ll notice that Avni was called a man-eater. 
It is important to consider, though, that tigers very rarely hunt hu-
mans, and this was the case with Avni too. Out of the 13 beings the 
tigress had supposedly killed, only the last three showed evidence 
of feeding. The distinction between an accidental kill and a kill for 

food is important, for it helps the NTCA determine the future of the 
animal in question. In this case, most of Avni’s kills were accidents, 
since the evidence points to her getting spooked by humans in the 
area and reacting to them in a bid to protect herself and her cubs.

•The employment of sharp-shooters: The Maharashtra Forest De-
partment had hired a team of sharp-shooters, with a controversial, 
‘trigger-happy’ hunter leading the mission. Mumbai-based animal 
rights activist Anand Siva was quoted saying, “When there are ex-
perts to put down wild animals, why does the government contract 
a killer who is known to hunt for sport [and has] a fetish for killing 
big cats and [who has] gone public saying man and big cats can’t 
coexist?” And his question is completely valid.

•The elephants: Two elephants were brought in from Madhya 
Pradesh to help vets get closer to the tigress and her territory. Activ-
ist’s protested this move, saying it was a rather badly-implemented 
one, and it only caused more chaos and confusion to send the crea-
tures into a tense environment.
•Shoot-to-kill: While this order was supposed to be used as a last 
resort, the tigress’s autopsy has revealed that she was allegedly shot 
dead first and then a tranquilizer dart was planted in her body, seem-
ingly as a cover-up. The shooter defended his actions by saying that 
the tigress tried to attack the ground team and was therefore shot 
down. The autopsy also revealed that the tigress had not eaten in the 
days leading up to her death.

Villagers in the Yavatmal area were seen allegedly celebrating the 
news of the tigress’s death, dancing and distributing sweets. That’s 
what gets me. How could people be so heartless as to celebrate the 
death of another being? But I must consider all perspectives here; 
the elicited reaction is, to some extent, understandable, for these are 
people who supposedly lost their near and dear ones to this tigress. 
However, that’s the end of any points in favour of the actions of the 
Maharshtra Forest Department and the villagers.

The real question here is if the forest department had done right by 
Avni. Did she deserve the death she got? This would gather rather 
mixed responses, since the situation seems to weigh the lives of 13 
humans against 1 tigress. But I think we can all agree in saying that 
the whole operation was flawed right from the beginning and it 
seems like the Maharashtra Forest Department’s plan was to kill the 
tigress right from the start, as if they never really did plan on tran-
quilising and capturing her. Is this how our national animal should 
be treated? Is this how any animal should be treated?

Avni has left behind two young 10-month-old cubs, which have been 
reported to be alive on the basis of pugmarks seen in nearby villages. 
While forest officials are trying to locate the cubs, they also say they 
have high hopes for their survival, for young cubs like these have 
already learned how to hunt from their mother and can survive on 
small prey like hares and rodents.

Let’s hope the young cubs are able to make their own way and not 
face the same fate as their mother. 

The Tigress 
By Ananya Bhat
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Sports



The
Bobsleigh

By Shivank Ganesh
It may involve going downhill, but it’s an 
uphill task!

Bobsleighing, also known as ‘bobsledding’, is 
a high-speed winter racing sport where teams 
(of either two or four) use sleds and travel 
down curved ice tracks. The aim of the con-
testants in a bobsleigh event is to finish with 
the fastest time.

History
The sport of bobsleigh was founded in the 
late 19th century in Switzerland, when two 
skeleton sleds were attached to along with 
a steering mechanism to make a toboggan 
. Later on, a chassis was added as safety for 
tourists. The world’s first Bobsleigh club was 
founded in St. Moritz, Switzerland in 1894.

The sport began with wooden sleds, however 
to make the game more competitive and less 
cumbersome, steel sleds were introduced to 
increase the speed of the start of the race.

The first Bobsleigh race took place in the 
1924 winter Olympics in Chamonix- Mont- 
Blanc, France.

Rules
Bobsleighing is a sport dictated by gravity, 
thus every team needs to be pushed into 
action by crew members. They are the ones 
who get behind the bobsleigh vehicle and 
force the vehicle onto the track to begin the 
momentum. Initial speeds of 80-100 miles/
hour are attained, and thus they set the 
rhythm for the rest of the race. There are 3 
types of team members in the race: a pilot, a 
brakeman or a pusher.

The pilot uses the rings inside the sled to 
maintain the direction of the sled during 
sharp turns, and thus is responsible for their 
track position. They have the most crucial 
role during the race.

The brakeman and pushers are the ones
 seated behind the pilot. They help in thrust-
ing the sled forward, however are mainly 
dependent on the pilot to make the correct 
turns. Their main job is to ensure accurate 
and safe turns of the bobsled and bring the 
sled to a halt after crossing the finish line. In a 
two-man race, the brakeman is also the push-
er who joins the race after setting the sled 
into motion.
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5 cuisines from 
around the 
World

By Riya 
Venugopal



By Riya 
Venugopal

 Greek
Contemporary Greek 
cookery makes wide use of 
vegetables, olive oil, grains, 
fish, wine (white and red), 
and meat (including lamb, 
poultry, veal, beef, rabbit 
and pork). Other import-
ant ingredients include 
olives, cheese, lemon juice, 
herbs, bread and yoghurt. 
Imperial parts of the cui-
sine:
Olive oil - drizzled on oth-

er food, or soaked up by 
bread, is almost as varied 
as wine in its flavors.
Spanakopita -- makes spin-
ach palatable with its feta 
cheese mixture and flaky 
pastry cover.
Gyros -- late-night  eat-
ing wouldn’t be the same 
without the pita bread 
sandwich of roast meat and 
tzatziki.



Japanese
The traditional cuisine of Japan is 
based on rice with miso soup and 
other dishes; there is an emphasis on 
seasonal ingredients. Side dishes often 
consist of fish, pickled vegetables, and 
vegetables cooked in broth. Seafood is 
common, often grilled, but also served 
raw as sashimi or in sushi. Elements 
imperitive to the cuisine:
Miso soup - showcases some of the 

fundamental flavors of Japanese food, 
simple and wholesome.
Sushi and sashimi - who knew that 
raw fish on rice could become so pop-
ular?
Tempura -the perfection of deep-fry-
ing. Never greasy, the batter is thin 
and light like a crisp tissue



Mexican
Contemporary Greek cookery makes 
wide use of vegetables, olive oil, 
grains, fish, wine (white and red), and 
meat (including lamb, poultry, veal, 
beef, rabbit and pork). Other import-
ant ingredients include olives, cheese, 
lemon juice, herbs, bread and yoghurt. 
Elements imperitive to the cuisine:

Mole - ancient sauce made of chili 
peppers, spices, chocolate and magic 
incantations.
Tacos al pastor - the spit-roast pork 
taco, a blend of the pre- and 
post-Colombian.
Tamales -- an ancient Mayan food of 
masa cooked in a leaf wrapping.



Italian
Italian cuisine is food typical 
of Italy. It offers an abundance 
of taste, and is one of the most 
popular and copied in the world.
Italian cuisine is generally char-
acterized by its simplicity, with 
many dishes having only two to 
four main ingredients. Imperial 
elements of this cuisine:

Ragu alla bolognese (spaghetti 
bolognaise) – a bowl of steaming 
hot pasta tangled with a rich and 
smooth Bolognese sauce
Pizza -- mind-bogglingly simple 
yet satisfying dish. Staple diet of 
bachelors and college students.



Thai
Thai cooking places 
emphasis on light-
ly prepared dishes 
with strong aromatic 
components and a 
spicy edge.Thai food 
demonstrates “in-
tricacy; attention to 
detail; texture; color; 
taste; and the use of 
ingredients with me-
dicinal benefits, as 
well as good flavor”, 
as well as care being 
given to the food’s 
appearance, smell 
and context. 
Quintessential ele-
ments to the cuisine:

Om yam kung - a  
party for the mouth. 
The floral notes of 
lemongrass, the 
earthy galangal, 
freshness of kaffir 
lime leaves and the 
heat of the chilies. 
Massaman curry - a 
Thai curry with Is-
lamic roots
Som tam - the pop-
ular green papaya 
salad is sour, extra 
spicy, sweet and 
salty. It’s the best of 
Thai tastes.



Explore into  
the city of 
New York 

By Aaryan
Mehta



By Aaryan
Mehta

New York City also known as the ‘Big Apple’ is 
the largest city in world with a land area of ap-
proximately 738 squared kilometers. New York 

City consists of five buroughs: Manhattan, Brook-
lyn, Queens, The Bronx and Staten Island; with 
Queens being the largest at 280 squared kilome-
ters and the smallest, Manhattan at 59.1 squared 
kilometers. However, Brooklyn is the most popu-

lous of the boroughs with 2650000 inhabitants and 
Staten Island, the least, consisting of only 479000 

residents. 



The New York City Subway is a rapid transit sys-
tem owned by the City of New York and leased to 
the New York City Transit Authority, a subsidiary 
agency of the state-run Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA).Opened in 1904, the New 

York City Subway is one of the world’s oldest pub-
lic transit systems, one of the world’s most used 

metro systems. The New York City Subway is the 
largest rapid transit system in the world by num-

ber of stations, with 472 stations in operation. 
Stations are located throughout the boroughs of 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.



The Empire State Building, named after the state of New York, 
also known as the Empire State. The Empire State Building is a 
102-story skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan, New York City. 
Designed by Shreve, Lamb & Harmon and completed in 1931, 

the building  stands a total of 1,454 feet tall. 
The Chrysler Building is a skyscraper located on the East Side 

of Midtown Manhattan in New York City, at the intersection of 
42nd Street and Lexington Avenue in the Turtle Bay neighbor-
hood of Manhattan. At 1,046 feet , the structure was the world’s 

tallest building for 11 months before it was surpassed by the 
Empire State Building in 1931.It is the tallest brick building in 

the world with a steel framework. 
These skyscrapers form an integral part of the New York 

Skyline



The Brooklyn Bridge is a hybrid cable-stayed/suspension bridge in 
New York City. It connects the boroughs of Manhattan and Brook-
lyn, spanning the East River. The Brooklyn Bridge has a main span 
of 1,595.5 feet and a height of 276.5 ft  above mean high water. It is 
one of the oldest roadway bridges in the United States and was the 
world’s first steel-wire suspension bridge, as well as the first fixed 

crossing across the East River.

The Manhattan Bridge is a suspension bridge that crosses the East 
River in New York City, connecting Lower Manhattan at Canal 
Street with Downtown Brooklyn at the Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion. The main span is 1,470 ft long, with the suspension cables 

being 3,224 ft long. The bridge’s total length is 6,855 ft. 



New York City is home to very prestigious educational institutes 
(universities).

New York University, NYU, is a private research university based 
in New York City, the largest in the largest in the United States of 
America. Founded in 1831, NYU’s primary campus is in Green-

wich Village with other campuses throughout New York City.

Columbia University, is a private Ivy League research university in 
Upper Manhattan, New York City. Established in 1754, Columbia 
is the oldest institution of higher education in New York and the 

fifth-oldest institution of higher learning in the United States.



The Statue of Liberty is a colossal neoclassical 
sculpture on Liberty Island in New York Harbor 

in New York City, in the United States. The copper 
statue, a gift from the people of France to the peo-
ple of the United States, was designed by French 
sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi and built by 

Gustave Eiffel. 



Home to Broadway theatre, commonly known as 
Broadway, that present theatrical performances at 
the 41 professional theatres each with 500 or more 

seats located in the Theater District and Lincoln 
Center along Broadway, in Midtown Manhattan, 

New York City.

Fan-favourite shows such as Saturday Night Live 
(SNL), Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Friends, How I Met 
Your Mother, Suits, etc. source from within New 

York City.



Times Square is a major commercial intersection, tourist 
destination, entertainment center and neighborhood in the 
Midtown Manhattan section of New York City at the junc-

tion of Broadway and Seventh Avenue. It stretches from West 
42nd to West 47th Streets. Brightly adorned with billboards 

and advertisements, Times Square is sometimes referred to as 
“The Crossroads of the World”, and the “heart of the world”. 
One of the world’s busiest pedestrian areas, it is also the hub 
of the Broadway Theater District and a major center of the 
world’s entertainment industry.[10] Times Square is one of 
the world’s most visited tourist attractions, drawing an esti-

mated 50 million visitors annually.



Known for its restraunts and NY-style of food: 
NY-style pizza, NY-style cheesecake, etc.; food 

forms an important cornerstone within New York 
City’s rich history and culture.



The New York City Subway is a rapid transit sys-
tem owned by the City of New York and leased to 
the New York City Transit Authority, a subsidiary 
agency of the state-run Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA).Opened in 1904, the New 

York City Subway is one of the world’s oldest pub-
lic transit systems, one of the world’s most used 

metro systems. The New York City Subway is the 
largest rapid transit system in the world by num-

ber of stations, with 472 stations in operation. 
Stations are located throughout the boroughs of 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.



Founder: Aaryan Mehta
Art Director and Designer: Aaryan Mehta
Editors: Aaryan Mehta and Aryan Srivastava
Advisor: Aryan Srivastava 

Writers

Sports
Tennis: Shivank Ganesh

Science and Technology
Tropical Storms: Ananya Bhat

International Affairs
Civil War: Manav Modi
Food
5 cuisines to try: Riya Venugopal

Travel
Explore into NYC - Aaryan Mehta

The Team

25 | EPOCH 




